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SALT LAKE CITY March 21, 2006 �  The United Potato Growers of America, a not-for-profit, grower-owned, 
grower-operated cooperative, announced today its headquarters re-location to Salt Lake City and new staff appointments. 
Formerly headquartered for the past 12 months in Idaho Falls, Idaho, UPGA is now in Salt Lake City to be near its legal 
counsel and the international airport.  The office is at 123 North Wright Brothers Drive, Suite 110, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84116.  The phone number is (801) 517-9000. 
 
UPGA Chief Executive Officer and President Julia Cissel, has appointed four senior level professionals to join her at the 
national office:  
 
Buzz Shahan, Chief Operating Officer, heads up membership development and recruitment and program 
development. His experience includes growing and producing potatoes for seed and chip usage. He has owned 
farm operations in Arizona and Idaho. Shahan has served the industry as a former chairman of the U.S. Potato 
Board Policy and Management Committee. He has a bachelor’s of science degree from Brigham Young 
University.  Shahan can be reached at (480) 296-6675 or buzz.shahan@unitedpotatousa.com.  
 



James Gibas, Chief Financial Officer and Analyst, executes financial management, information and data and 
industry analysis. With nearly 20 years experience in financial and business leadership, Gibas has held 
positions with American Stores Company, C.R. England & Sons and as a virtual CFO and consultant with JPG 
Financial Group. He earned a master’s of business administration from the University of Colorado, Leeds 
School of Business. Gibas is at (801) 520-1394 or via email at james.gibas@unitedpotatousa.com.   
 
Barb Shelley, Chief Communications Officer, will lead internal and external communications, media relations and 
corporate sponsorships. Over her 25 year career in public relations, she has served as executive communications director 
for a major international corporation as well as led the communication efforts of a dispersed and complex non-profit 
organization. Shelley has won more than a dozen national and regional awards for her work. She can be reached at (801) 
520-5352 and via email at barb.shelley@unitedpotatousa.com.  
 
Deann Oakey, Administrative Assistant, will handle office administration, information technology support and travel and 
meeting coordination. She has 20 years experience working in Salt Lake City-based corporations and nonprofit 
organizations. She has a bachelor’s of arts degree from the University of Idaho.  Oakey is at (801) 517-9000,   (801) 520-
5356 and deann.oakey@unitedpotatousa.com.  
 
“ It’ s a privilege to work with these skilled professionals to advance the mission of our organization,”  said Cissel. “We 
have definitely attracted the best and the brightest to lead our efforts to match nation-wide potato supply to demand.”   
 
Adds Albert Wada, UPGA Board of Directors Chairman, “Under the direction of Julia Cissel’s professional leadership, 
our national staff is already making inroads to build upon the work of the previous year. Our initiatives to cooperatively 
help potato growers manage supply to avoid overproduction so that we can reverse years of declining and unprofitable 
prices are on target.”  
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