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REMINDER: Future Crop Committee meeting Friday, January 5 at 1:00 p.m. at the UNITED office. 
 

*UPGA Seed Committee Meeting, December 5 
Chairman, Mike Telford, conducted the Seed Committee meeting that was attended by 19 people. The members 
are looking to the National Office and seed growers to help match the right varieties to demand. Each crop area 
provided a report. 
* UPGA Annual Meeting, December 6 
Jim Knutzon, Board member, and Julia Cissel are working to help the industry launch new demand creation 
initiatives. A meeting was held December 18 to brainstorm new approaches. Knutzon reported that the US 
Potato Board has been very helpful, welcoming all suggestions for a new strategic approach to demand creation. 
A discussion about new consumer messaging, packaging, products, and a better understanding of price elasticity 
is needed as well as more promotional tactics.  
Cissel predicts that the 2006-2007 crop will be manageable, and expects a good economic return. She advised 
growers not to panic and fire sale their crop.  She concluded by saying that the job of processors, distributors, 
and consumers is to buy the best quality product for the lowest cost. Growers are responsible for setting the price 
for their product. Each industry component should be able to make a reasonable profit margin. Each component 
must continuously improve to be efficient and operate at the lowest cost.  
 

Good news for potato growers��
�

Prices for their produce should be as good, if not better, than last year, annual 
meeting hears��
��
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